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 BOLTS:  “Building Outstanding Leaders for Tomorrow’s Society 

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:  “Well done is better than well said”  Ben Franklin 
Bids are being submitted this week for camera – card key – safety project.  Yesterday, we had a facilities audit by a company that specializes in 

long term facility upgrades.  They will submit a report to us in the future. 

Stuco is requesting a student lounge upgrade.  They will be involved in some fundraising for this.   Stuco also requested to reinstate the Winter 

Formal.  I guess it was stopped because we could not find a good calendar date.  We will discuss at the board meeting. 

Football concession stand in Bruning needs a new refrigerator and possible other items.  Will have more info next update. 

JH football numbers for next year look pretty low.  The coaches are looking at playing 6 man.    

We do not have the capability to do JH science labs.  We need to do some plumbing work, a few new materials and a hot water heater to be able to 

do that. 

Mrs. Kowalski is finalizing bids for replacing the HVAC splits in the HS band room.  They no longer work. 

Ordered a new milk cooler for the Davenport kitchen.  

There has been a patron presence at the last two board meetings inquiring about building a new school building.  I understand this topic has been 

brought up from time to time over the years.  There was even a feasibility study done about 10 years ago.    
 

State Assessment scores – Spring 2023 

BD is Bruning Davenport 

    SA is State Average 

Green is above state average – Red is below 

BD  SA BD SA BD SA 

3rd    2474  2463 1217 1193  

4th    2547  2493 1306 1223 

5th     2532  2510 1244 1241 3119 3119 

6th    2513  2517 1265 1242 

7th    2515  2526 1265 1245 

8th    2544  2543 1266 1253 3099 3111 

 

Board meeting:   October 9th 

Approved purchase of 72 passenger bus, with under storage    

and AC. $99,900 

Discussed long term vision, including facilities update. 

Approved purchase of commercial dishwasher for the daycare - $5500 

Discussed upgrade on daycare landscaping – Tabled. 

 

 

Bruning Building Committee meeting:   October 9th  

Approved Commercial dishwasher for daycare. 

 

Need Sponsors for: 

Possible Davenport Concessions Manager 

Possible Committee’s?   

This is usually a combination of board, staff and even community 

 

Committee’s:   Next Meeting 

Classified    Annually   

Daycare    Monthly 

DLT     District Leadership Team Bi-Weekly 

Discipline    Annually 

Build/Grounds   Dan Ryne Jim Kevin Annually 

Frontline    Weekly 

Grant    As needed 

Library    Annually  

NCIS  -    Varies 

   Negotiations/Calendar/Insurance/Schedule 

   Staff Cert 

   Board Cert 

   Staff Class 

   Board Class    

Safety     Monthly  

Transportation  Pat Sheri Jeff Ryan As needed 

 

 

Transportation Committee meeting:   October 9th  

Approved go ahead to research for:  

   72-passenger bus 

   1-2 suburban/vans 

   1-2 cars  

   Possible pickup 

Help Wanted:          

Elem and/or secondary music 

Intervention Para 

Possible FCS teacher/FCCLA Sponsor 

Possible Industrial Arts teacher 

Financials: Updated 10-1-23   23-24 

Budget      

YTD expenditures        

% Budget spent             

Davenport Building Fund  $440,000 

Bruning Building Fund   $410,000 

Depreciation Fund (Vehicles)  $750,000 

Davenport Activity Fund  $140,000 

Bruning Activity Fund   $254,000 

 

Upcoming possible expenses: 

Card key system 

Camera system 

72 passenger bus 

1-2 suburban/vans 

1-2 cars  

Possible pickup  

 

Goal: 

To be the best small school in the State 

 



     NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

     Grade                 Name                     Date                                                                                                     Grade        Name                      Date 

 

 

 

 

6 Morgan Bolte 1 
7 Brayden Philippi 3 
11 Maia Oltmans 3 
1 Irelynn Paulk 4 
11 Campbell Bohling 5 
11 Kinzley Bohling 5 

 Britany Renz 6 
12 Jazmyne Diaz-McCall 7 
8 Jacob Labenz 9 
6 Paisley Follmer 10 

7 Josie Stanek 11 
 Melody Cox 11 
6 Briar Miller 12 
 Barb Williams 16 
 Morgan Beals 17 

12 Gatlin Hinrichs 18 
9 Grady Holtzen 24 
 Connor Shuck 27 
5 Mylah Schoenholz 28 
9 Shawn Sunday 30 

MEET A SENIOR 

ALEXA  HOUSER is the daughter of Ryan and Kristine Houser.  She has one sister Katelynn.  Alexa in involved in Basketball, 
Softball, Track, Band, One Act, Letter Club and FFA.  She is also a member of Trinity Lutheran Church and is involved with the 
Luther League.  Alexa enjoys hunting, fishing, being outdoors and spending time with family and friends in her spare time.  Her fu-
ture goals are to attend SCC Beatrice and major in Criminal Justice.  She would like to become a local police officer and a volunteer 
firefighter/EMT.  Her favorite food is Nacho’s from a Mexican Restaurant,  her favorite TV show is The Rookie, her favorite song is 
Hey Driver by Zach Bryan and her favorite place to go to be alone is her room.  The most influential person in her life has been her 
Grandpa Houser.  “He always shows me love, laughs with me and makes sure I listen to what he says.  He has helped me become the 
person I am today and I enjoy hunting and fishing with him”  says Alexa.  She would like for everyone to know that she has a black 
lab name Nala who makes her smile every day. 

 

JARON NORDER is the son of Ted and Sheri Norder.  He has two brothers, Grant and Caden.  He is active in Football, Basketball, 
Track, NHS,  Quiz Bowl, Letter Club, FFA, One Act and BDS Legion Baseball.  Jaron is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church and is 
active in Luther League and the Sons of the Legion in Bruning.  He enjoys hunting, fishing, playing sports, hanging with friends and 
spending time with family.  He plans to study Agribusiness in the future.  His favorite food is Poor Man Steak, his favorite TV Show 
is the Last Dance, his favorite song is Dreams by Fleetwood Mac and his favorite place to go to be alone is his tree stand.  The most 
influential person in Jaron’s life has been his father.  “Without his hard work and dedication, I wouldn’t be anywhere near where I am 
if it wasn’t for him .  He would also like people to know that he has a strong faith 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  Finally, we can feel the autumn season in the air! This means post season for fall sports and preparing for holiday 
breaks! It’s hard to believe we are to this point of the school year already. Before we know it, Thanksgiving break will be here, which is November 
22-24. We continue to work diligently as we move through the school year! 
 
It’s been a busy time of year! We have finished up our fall term MAP and NSCAS testing and have moved into the 2nd quarter. The PreK-1st grad-
ers went on a field trip to the Reinsch Pumpkin Patch and the high school students have attended a variety of FFA competitions and career fairs. It’s 
amazing to see how our students are learning in and out of the classroom. Every day as I stop in the classrooms, I witness the teachers implementing 
effective strategies to help all of our students reach their potential, not only as a student but as a human being. It’s wonderful to see the kids grow in 
academics and strengthen their relationships with their teachers and peers. Ruth Kowalski, Prek-1 & HS Principal 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  It’s crazy to think that we are already one quarter of the way through the year!  I have thoroughly enjoyed getting 
to know all the students and staff here in Davenport.  Junior High sports for the fall season have come to an end.  It was great getting to see the Jun-
ior High athletes grow and improve throughout the season.  I can’t wait to watch them throughout the rest of their Junior High and High School 
careers. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences had a pretty good turnout.  Overall, I think things went really well and your students and I are lucky to have such a 
great staff to work with! 

The 2nd – 4th graders got to visit the Davenport Fire Station as part of Fire Prevention Week.  Judging by the smiles in the pictures I received, I’d say 
a good time was had by all. 

Junior High students will soon be enjoying the fruits of their labor with the Rewards Party and the AR Party.  As they say, hard work does pay off. 

Just a reminder, as the weather continues to turn to the cooler side, please make sure your students are coming to school with the proper attire to not 
only be comfortable in the school but outside for recess as well.  JJ Wagner 2-8 Principal 

DRAMA:  Our One Act play is really coming along. Our students have been working so hard to get our set ready, as well as learning blocking and 
lines. It is amazing to see everything come together. We are less than a month away from our first performance. The cast has been blessed to have 
some community members come help us with characterization and staging. A huge thank you to Lois Norder and Heather Ramsey for their early 
morning help. With the implementation of our new middle school bridge program, we were fortunate to add seven 8th graders to our crew this year. 
This makes our cast and crew 38 members strong. Coach Beals and I are excited about the progress we will see in the next few weeks and we look 
forward to dazzling you all with their talents.  
 
This year, our public performance and soup supper will be held on Tuesday, November 14th.  On Wednesday, November 15th, we perform at CRC 
in Shickley. We will be performing 2nd. We also will have a school performance on Monday, November 27th. District One Act is at Shickley this 
year on Tuesday, November 28th. State Play Production for our class will be Wednesday, December 6th. Once we know the approximate times of 
our competition performances, they will be in the weekly bulletin, online and on Facebook. Last, we have planned a post production award supper 
and celebration for our team on Saturday, December 9th after the High School Basketball games. 
 
We are still looking for a few items for our set. A few of these items include a wishing well, fall leaves, old box crates, artificial grass rug, old fabric 
to make lunch sacks out of, a narrow old collectors shelf to put bottles of "Poison" on, and metal plates and cups(need 9 each but do not have to 
match).  There is also a post on Facebook, or you can contact the school or Coach Collier for more information. As always, thank you for your sup-
port. 



WATER JAMBOREE:  Thank you to the 
Little Blue NRD for hosting a fun filled and 
interactive Water Jamboree!  The 5th and 6th 
grade students enjoyed a day at Liberty Cove 
while learning about the power of water, life in 
Liberty Cove, migration of birds water trivia, 
food web systems and invasive weeds. 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE:  Two students from the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades had the opportunity 
to attend a Leadership Conference at Doane University in Crete. The students got to participate in a vari-
ety of activities that revolved around 4 key leadership traits. Including, Encourage, Celebrate, and Trust. 

FIRE SAFETY WEEK:  Preschool, kindergarten, 

and first grade students enjoyed the morning at the 
fire hall with three of 
Bruning’s volunteer firemen. Needless to say, the 
kids loved it and learned a lot about fire safety! 
 

FFA Update: October was a busy month for our FFA chapter with two competitions 
and several other activities. Our district land judging competition was at the beginning of 
the month. At land judging, members evaluate land to determine the land capability class 
and soil types and textures.  BD FFA took 22 members to this competition and placed 
12/24 schools with 6 students placing in the top 200. The following week, the officer 
team put together treat bags for local farmers, and delivered them to area Co-ops where 
they were distributed. Later in the month, our chapter participated in District Livestock 
Judging. In the senior division, the BD FFA Senior team of Wyatt O., Gatlin H., Eli W., and Landon G placed 7th. Tobby Voss was 
the high placer in the Junior division placing 8th. In the Junior High division, Blake Miller placed 4th as an individual and the team 
of Blake M, Collin S, Ben M, and Emma H placed 7th overall. All divisions rank classes of livestock including a cull/keep class, and 
Senior and Junior teams give sets of reasons. This month, the FFA chapter will be selling fruit, meat/cheese, and candy. If interested 
reach out to any FFA member.   

FIRE SAFETY 
WEEK:  As part of 
Fire Safety Week, the 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th grad-
ers visited the Daven-
port fire hall on Octo-
ber 13. The students 
learned how to prevent fires, how to be safe and escape fires, then learned about all of the trucks and ambu-
lance. A highlight was getting a ride back to school on a water truck.  

What's Happening @ Your Library  A huge thank you goes out to everyone who patronized our book fair in 
October! It was the best fair we have had in Bruning since I came to our district! Our sales were enough to ensure 
the return of the book fair to our district next year, which means students will continue to receive the benefits they 
get from the fair. Thank you also to all of the volunteers who helped set up & take down the fair, to everyone for 
letting the fair take over the library space for the week & to Mrs. Hinrichs for running the fair! Everyone working 
together makes the book fair successful & we couldn't have done it without you! 
 
On October 17, we were visited by Chloe Burgett, a children's book illustrator from Lincoln. She talked about how 
a book gets published, not giving up, practicing & drawing. She read aloud one of her books, Cooler Than Lemon-
ade, to the kindergarten through second grades & a chapter of a book she illustrated, A-Z Animal Mysteries:  The 
Absent Alpacas, with the help of the third through fifth grade students. She ended with a draw along for each sec-
tion, pictures, & autographing of books. Our lucky book winners were:  Zane K., Rhett M., Jackson H., Jaliyah D.-
M., Ryder S., Burke S., Jake F., Kaelyn S., Broderick P., Asher P., Rustin O., & Lauren L. 
 
The students in Davenport are making a sticker mosaic together! For each book read, students receive a colored 
sticker to put on a poster in the hall. If they're participating in the reading program & getting the monthly prizes, 
two stickers are earned for fulfilling the monthly parameter. This month it is to read a book with an animal in it. 
The goal is to have the mosaic made by the end of the school year. We started during the month of October, so it's 
pretty hard to figure out what we are making right now. As the year goes by it'll become more apparent!  
 












